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CASES AND DEATHS REPORTED BY CITY HEALTH AUTHORITIES 
FOR THE WEEK ENDED AUGUST 3, 1912. 



City. 



Cases. 



Altoona, Pa 

Baltimore, Md 

Binghamton, N. Y. 

Boston, Mass 

Bridgeport, Conn.. . 

Butte, Mont 

Cambridge, Mass. . . 

Chicago, 111 

Cincinnati, Ohio 

Cleveland, Ohio 

Davton, Ohio 

Duluth, Minn 

Elizabeth, N. J 

Evansville, Ind 

Fall River, Mass 

Fort Wayne, Ind.. . 

Harrisburg, Pa 

Kalamazoo, Mich.. . 

Lancaster, Pa 

Lawrence, Mass 

Los Angeles. Cal 

Lowell, Mass 

Lynn, Mass 



Deaths. 



City. 



Moline ; 111 

Nashville, Tenn 

Newark, N.J 

New Bedford, Mass.... 

New Orleans, La 

New York, N. Y 

Northampton, Mass. . . 

Oakland, Cal 

Oklahoma City, Okla. 

Omaha, Nebr 

Passaic, N. J 

Pawtucket, H. I 

Philadelphia, Pa 

Providence, E.I 

Reading, Pa 

Rockford, 111 

San Diego, Cal 

Spokane, Wash 

Springfield, Mass 

Wilkes-Barre, Pa 

Worcester, Mass 

Yonkers, N. Y 



Deaths. 



1 
1 
2 
2 
4 

44 
2 
3 
2 
1 
1 
2 

:>2 
1 
1 
1 
2 
I 
1 
2 
1 
1 



POLIOMYELITIS. 



CASES 



AND DEATHS REPORTED BY CITY HEALTH AUTHORITIES 
FOR THE WEEK ENDED AUGUST 3, 1912. 



City. 


Cases. 


Deaths. 


City. 


Cases. 


Deaths. 




9 


1 

1 




30 


8 




New York, N. Y 


8 ; 2 




1 
9 




5 








Dayton, Ohio 


1 


2 









THE OUTBREAK OF POLIOMYELITIS AT BUFFALO, N. Y. 

Passed Asst. Surg. Frost, detailed, upon the request of the State 
commissioner of health of New York, to cooperate with the State 
and local authorities in a study of the epidemic of poliomyelitis in 
.Buffalo, reports as follows: 

The first recorded outbreak of poliomyelitis in Buffalo occurred 
in the summer and fall of 1910. During the year there were reported 
to the health department 24 cases, a number altogether unknown in 
previous years. In 1911 only 9 cases were reported. During the 
present year cases have been reported as follows: 

January 2 

May 1 

Week ending June 29 3 

Week ending July 6 2 

Week ending July 13 4 

Week ending July 20 13 

Week ending July 27 27 

Week ending Aug. 3 28 

Week ending Aug. 10 18 

Week ending Aug. 17 33 

Total 131 
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The above figures,' although corrected as far as possible at present, 
may have to be slightly revised on closer study of the cases. 

It is believed, however, that they give an approximately accurate 
idea of the course of the present outbreak, except for the slight error 
introduced by the tabulation of cases according to the dates on which 
reported rather than the dates of onset. 

Of the cases so far reported, 11 (8.4 per cent) have terminated 
fatally. It is, however, not improbable that this mortality may be 
increased, since a considerable number of cases are at present under 
treatment, in the acute stage of illness. 

In addition to the cases in Buffalo Dr. Eugene H. Porter, commis- 
sioner of health of New York State, reports cases in neighboring 
municipalities as follows: 



Silver Creek, Erie County 5 

Lackawanna, Erie County 2 

Lockport, Niagara County 3 

North Tonawanda, Niagara County 5 

The Buffalo Department of Health, while it has very justly pointed 
out that the prevalence of poliomyelitis is not sufficiently .great to 
justify the popular alarm that is felt, has taken very prompt action 
both for the investigation and the control of the outbreak. 

A careful epidemiologic investigation is being made of each case, 
with a view to obtaining such information as is possible regarding 
the source of infection. 

In addition the department has detailed two especially qualified 
physicians from the staff of the municipal hospital for contagious 
diseases to make careful, detailed clinical studies of the cases admit- 
ted to the hospital and all others that are accessible; and to act as 
consulting diagnosticians, free of charge, whenever their services 
are required. In response to a circular issued by the health depart- 
ment the physicians of the city are cooperating very satisfactorily in 
the effort to discover and report cases early and to collect systematic 
observations of the early symptoms. 

Provision has also been made by the health department for free 
treatment, in the contagious-disease hospital, of all cases which 
may be referred to it. 

Physicians are required to report all cases definitely diagnosed, 
and are urged to report suspicious cases. 

Upon receipt of a report of a case of poliomyelitis a medical inspec- 
tor is sent to the home of the patient to placard the house, to leave 
a circular of instructions relative to the prophylactic care of the 
patient, and to impose such quarantine as may be necessary and 
practicable. The circular of instruction, a copy of which is herewith 
inclosed, directs isolation of the patient, exclusion of insects and 
domestic animals from the room, the avoidance of dust, the disin- 
fection of all the patient's discharges and all articles soiled with 
them. 

Members of the patient's family are, so far as possible, isolated, 
on the one hand from contact with tbe patient, and on the other 
hand from association with other families. At the discretion of 
the medical inspector, those whose business requires them to leave 
their homes may be allowed to do so, provided the proper precau- 
tions are exercised at their homes and that their work is not of 
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such a character as to bring them into especially close and danger- 
ous contact with others. 

The premises are fumigated three weeks after the onset of illness 
or immediately after removal or death of the patient; and contacts 
are excluded from public gathering for three weeks thereafter. 

The investigations have not yet progressed far enough to justify 
any definite conclusion as to the origin and spread of the epidemic. 
Apparently the earlier cases were, for the most part, grouped in the 
central congested part of the city, while the cases reported later 
have been widely scattered throughout all sections of the city. 

The cases of which records have been obtained so far have been 
generally of rather mild type, with few instances of extensive pa- 
ralysis, a considerable proportion of complete recoveries and quite 
a number of others in which ultimate complete recovery may be 
expected. 

It is worthy of note that physicians are recognizing and reporting 
mild cases and are not infrequently able to make their diagnosis 
before the appearance of paralysis. The services of the diagnosticians 
designated by the health department are being frequently requested 
for the diagnosis of suspicious cases in the early stage of infection. 
This is evidence of a marked advance during the last few years in the 
knowledge and recognition of poliomyelitis in its atypical forms and 
in its early stage. 

TETANUS. 

CASES AND DEATHS REPORTED BY CITY HEALTH AUTHORITIES 
FOR THE WEEK ENDED AUGUST 3, 1912. 



City. 



Boston, Mass 

Chicago, 111 

Lancaster, Pa 

New York, N. Y. 
Lynn, Mass 



Deaths. 



City. 



Newark, N. J 

New York, N. Y.. 
Wilkes-Barre, Pa. 
Worcester, Mass.. 



Cases. 



Deaths. 



SMALLPOX IN THE UNITED STATES. 

CITY REPORTS. 

Cases and Deaths Reported toy City Health Authorities for the Weeli Ended 

Aug. 3, 1912. 



Cities. 


Cases. 


Deaths. 


Cities. 


Cases. 


Deaths. 




1 
1 
1 
2 
3 
5 
1 
1 
1 
5 






1 
3 

2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
































Oakland, Cal 










2 






RockfordjIU 
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